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THE DIVIXE KING IDEA
We have seen why the Zatnyad Yasht will always
be a document of special interest to the student of
ethnology and of the world's epic?. To tie sociolo-
gist, too, it will remain an instructive siu'ly, because
it presents a specially important phase of the notion of
the Divine King, namely the last phase of that concept
when it was passing over into that general idea of the
Super-man which we have still with us. Indeed, it
might be asserted that the strongly logical and com-
inonsense mentality of old Iran might have been
expected to take the lead in the task of the transmuta-
tion of the pre-historic notion of the Divine King into
that of the Super-man. Corresponding to this, we
find in the Zamyad Yasht a good few survivals of
various aspects of the Divine King concept.
For one thing, we find in that Yasht various
references to the important function of the Divine
King in the control of the Sun, Wind and Rain
(cf. Frazer, The Magic Art and the Evolution of
Kijigs, pp. 244-331 and 390). Mr. A. E. Crawley
has also written about the time when " meteorological
results were believed to be in the control of human
rulers " (IS B 'E VH, pp. 740-741). He also quotes
from Mr. O'Donovan's The Book of Rights to illus-
trate " the belief among the ancient Irish that when
their kings acted in conformity with the institutions
of their ancestors, the seasons were favourable and
that the earth yielded its fruit in abundance, but that
when they violated these laws, plague, famine and